ACTION FOR SOCIAL WELFARE

In the Philippine Islands the leading fami-
lies used to be in power; and the heads of those
families, the Caciques, were recognized by the
community as leaders, so that other people rarely
failed to obey practically any order coming
from them. Often a mere suggestion from
them had the force of law. Repeatedly, when
American officials were to be entertained in
some of the villages, they would be given a
reception, a ball or dinner. Under those cir-
cumstances, the Caciques were in the habit of
sending word to this member of the community
to bring so many chickens, to another to furnish
so many vegetables, while others were invited
to be present to wait upon the distinguished
guests. In that way the entertainment was
nominally furnished by the Caciques, but prac-
tically by the people of the community acting
under orders. The common people did not
try to dispute the authority of those who or-
dered these contributions; they doubtless felt
that, as a matter of public policy, those enter-
tainments should be furnished to the American
officials. We in this community feel, how-
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